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Video Guidelines 


Otakon 2002 Video Guidelines 


In addition to the wide variety of selections you've 
come to expect from Otakon, some video tracks will 
have specialized themes: 


Fan Parody/Music Video (Video 4): Pretty self-explan- 
atory. NOTE: Many fan parodies may not be appropri- 
ate for children. 


Family (Video.5): Anime suited to a family audience, 
with select TV shows from the 60's and 70's shown in 
their original 16mm glory! 


Classic (Video 6): The venerated, the influential, the 
really-really old! Come and see why the oldies are still 
goodies. 


Asian Cinema (Video 7):The best in live-action films 
from Japan, Hong Kong, and throughout the Asian 
continent. 


Our video schedule contains the following codes: 
[S] Subtitled 

[D] Dubbed 

[J] Untranslated Japanese 

[E] Made in English 

[C] Child Friendly 

[H] Adults 


Please note that the above are merely a rough guide- 
line, and parents are asked to please exercise their 
own discretion. 


Although every effort is made to stick to the printed 
schedule and listings, some unavoidable last-minute 
changes may occur. 


2 Anime Video Listings 


$$60,000,000,000 Funky Chicken 


[E] Made by Otaku’s Revenge with footage from Cowboy Bebop and 
Trigun and a smattering of other stuff. A wanted man with a $60,000,000,000 
price on his head, Vash the Stampede is having one lousy day: the down-on- 
their-luck crew of the Bebop are heading to planet Gunsmoke to collect on his 
bounty, and cannot be reasoned with. Of course, Spike Speigel’s having one 
lousy day himself: how can he claim the bounty if he can’t even find Vash in 
the first place, much less catch him? Otaku’s Revenge -- nifty slogan: “Too busy 
making videos to have a nifty slogan” -- are PJ. Simmers and Greg Benge, 
makers of the anime music video, Purple Eva Eater (2000). This is their first 
fan parody. If you want to get in touch with Otaku’s Revenge you can write to 
PJ. Simmers at vegeta_pots@yahoo.com. 


AD Police Files 


[S] Before the TV series, Rookie cop Leon McNichol appeared in these 
three OAVs, detailing more minor Boomer threats to Tokyo, before the decade 
of the Knightsabers (a.k.a. Bubblegum Crisis). 


Ai no Kusabi 

[H] [S] Based on the novel written by Rieko Yoshihara, Ai no Kusabi mixes 
love conflicts with a computer-controlled society. On a planet called Amoi, a 

self conscious, power hungry computer named Jupiter has taken over. Jupiter 
genetically engineered a race of super-human men, grouped by their hair color 
into blacks, reds, green/blues, silvers, and blondes. Each has its own function, 

but only the blondes may speak directly with Jupiter. These elite blondes keep 
“pets” - young bishonen who copulate with each other for the amusement of their 
masters. Ai no Kusabi is the story of a blonde named lason, favored by Jupiter 
over all blondes. He takes for a pet Riki, an untrained mongrel too old for the 
job. lason’s choice rocks the social infrastructure of the elites, especially as lason is 
determined to keep his pet indefinitely: a horrible taboo. 


Aim for the Ace! TV 

[S] Hiromi Oka, a freshman at Nishi High School, joins the school’s 
tennis club to be near her idol, the glamorous and charismatic Reika Ryuuzaki. 
However, a mysterious new coach arrives and unexpectedly chooses Hiromi to 
be on the school’s varsity tennis team instead of veteran player Kyoko Otowa. 
Hiromi, a beginner at tennis, finds herself days away from a competition 
match! Angry about being overlooked, Kyoko Otowa begins a campaign to 
discredit Hiromi. Hiromi’s classmates are confused and upset with Hiromi, who 
begins looking for a way out of the club. She tries to quit the team, but 

her resignation is refused without explanation. The day of the match arrives, 
sending Hiromi into a panic. Why did the coach choose her? 
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Akazukin Cha Cha 


[C] [S] When the little broom-riding witch Cha Cha uses her magic, the 
adventures never stop. Cha Cha’s spells always get strange or disastrous 
results, despite her training with the world’s greatest magician, Seravi. Amidst 
adventuring with friends, Cha Cha goes to magic school, where she learns to 
transform into a grown-up magical princess to defeat an unknown powerful 
enemy. She plans to find her real identity and her family. A very cute and 
funny series. 


Arcadia of My Youth: Endless Orbit SSX 


[S] The story of young Harlock and his first pirate days. The Earth is 
invaded by aliens (the Illumidas), and Harlock is part of the terrestrial army. 
Endless Orbit SSX has an alternate universe feel, while Harlock’s personality, 
as well as many other characters, ranges from mildly similar to drastically 
different in comparison to the '78 series. 


Assemble Insert 


[S] Assemble Insert combines elements of the comedy/parody, action 
and musical genres, satiring 1980's anime shows and Japan’s idol culture. 
Super strong eighth grader Namikaze Maron is drafted by a government 
agency to become an idol of justice and to fight against the power suited 
bandits of the Demon Seed orginization. 


Astro Boy (Color Series) 


[C] [D] The 1980 color remake of the classic 1963 series (not the original 
series colorized, as some sources would have you believe) about a cute 
100,000-horsepower robot who wants to be a real boy. Created by Tezuka 
“The God of Manga” Osamu and titled Tetsuwan Atomu (The Mighty Atom) 
in Japanese. 


Azumanga Daioh 


[S] A TV series adapted from manga, Azumanga Daioh brings to life 
a group of high school girls whose over-the-top personalities make the series 
entirely enjoyable. Each episode relates the daily life of a character, focusing 
on the peculiar relationships between students. High school comedy at its 
funniest. 
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( Bandar Book 


[J] The first in a Series of annual TV movies done by Tezuka Osamu 
for NTV. Prince Bandar, a human adopted by the royal family of the planet 
Zobi, is teased as a child for his inability to change shape like the natives. 
When his adopted planet is attacked by the space pirate Black Jack, he must 
save both it and the woman he loves, Princess Mimulu. Like many other Tezuka 
films, this includes well-known characters (like Astro Boy and BJ) in supporting 
roles and cameos. 


BAOH 


[S] A precognitive girl named Sumire and a young man named 
Hashizawa Ikuroo are on the run from the evil Doress organization; that is, 
after the powerful “BAOH” parasite in Ikuroo’s brain, which changes him into 
a monster when under stress. 


Battle of the Planets 


[C] [D] When an alien race known as Spectra wreaks havok anywhere in 
the galaxy, five young heroes known as G-Force travel there to stop them. 
Transmute! Known as Science Ninja Team Gatchaman in Japan (where it 
celebrates its 30th anniversary this year). In 16mm! 


Best of J-Pop 


[S] Red Apple Productions (http://www.rap.cx) is back with another 
selection of subtitled J-Pop music videos. Come and see that there’s more to 
Japanese music than anime themes. 


Boogiepop Phanton 


[S] Everyone knows about Boogiepop: meet her one dark night and 
you are taken. People tell each other the stories and laugh: no one believes 
that she exists. Still, strange things appear to be going on just below the 
surface. Darkness takes many forms. Evil and good intermingle. The glass 
shatters. Time stands still. There is something in the darkness. You aren't 
alone. Are you safe? 


Bronze 


[H] [S] \zumi Takuto is a genius soccer player, scarred emotionally by his 
mother’s murder. Koji Nanjo is a famous rock idol, living his life without a 
care for anyone. These two emotionally unstable men find love in the OAV 
Zetsuai ('89). Bronze, the sequel to Zetsuai, begins with Izumi leaving for 
soccer training in Italy, without saying goodbye to Koji. Koji rushes to catch up 
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with him at the airport, but a motorcycle accident leaves him in a coma. Izumi 
is the only person who can revive Koji, but does he really want to? 


Captain Tsubasa TV 


[S] A long-running anime series created by Yoichi Takahashi, Captain 
Tsubasa is about a young Japanese boy named Tsubasas Ozora and his dream 
to gain soccer fame. He meets his adversary in the character Super Goalkeeper 
Genzo Wakabayashi, and the two compete for supremacy. Eventually they 
become friends, joining forces to compete for World’s Greatest Soccer Player. 


CardCaptor Sakura 


[S] For those of you who've only seen the CardCaptors dub on the WB, 
here’s the original Japanese version, animated by Madhouse. When Kinamoto 
Sakura opens the magical tome known as The Clow (rhymes with “Crow”), 

she inadvertently releases the evil Clow Cards. The Cards’ guardian, Cerberos 
-- Kero-chan (rhymes with “Sparrow’-chan) for short -- appoints her the 
CardCaptor and charges her with the mission to retrieve the cards. Are a young 
inexperienced teenager and a winged teddy bear really up to the task? 


Cathexis 


[S] Part of the Zesuai and Bronze story, Cathexis is a series of music 
videos performed by Koji Nanjo. They are based loosely on Bronze, combining 
Koji and Izumi in a myriad of settings. 


Cat’s Eye 
[S] From the creator of City Hunter. Three sisters -- using exotic, 


unconventional and high tech means -- steal back art treasures from their 
father’s collection in the hopes of finding a clue to his disappearance. 


Cooking Master Boy 


[S] An addictive series about honor, pride, respect and determination. 
And cooking. Cooking Master Boy is set in 19th century China, where the most 
venerable title a person can earn is “Super Chef.” Ling Mao-hsing’s life quest is 
to become a great chef like his mother. 


Cosmic Baton Girl Comet-san 


[C] [S] An lV drip of cuteness, Cosmic Baton Girl Comet-san introduces a 
magical girl named Comet, princess of the star-world Harmonica. She travels 
to Earth with her SD puppy Rababou in order to find prince Tambourine, who 
escaped to Earth after fleeing a royal ball. 
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Crayon Shin-chan TV 


[S] With simplistic animation and short episodes, Crayon Shin-chan 
relates the story of 5-year-old Shin-chan and his exploits. Similar to Dennis 
the Menace or Bart Simpson, wherever Shin-chan goes, chaos follows and 
hilarity ensues. 


Crest of the Stars 


[S] After the Humankind Empire Abh takes over Jinto Linis planet, 
Martine, he is sent off to study Abh language and culture to prepare for his 
future as a nobleman. As he enters the next phase of his training, he meets his 
first Abh, the lovely Lafiel, who is more than she appears to be. Together they 
will have to fight for their very lives. 


Crusher Joe OAVs 


[S] From Dirty Pair creator Takachiko Haruka. Crusher Joe and his 
team of Crusher Federation troubleshooters star in two adventures. In The Ice 
Prison, they must stop a comet used as a prison for political prisoners from 
crashing into a planet, unaware that their employer wants them all to die in 
the attempt. In The Ultimate Weapon: Ash, they're hired to save a courier and 
the ultimate weapon she’s carrying before she’s captured by opposing forces. 
Of course those people are the least of their problems. 


Cyborg 009 


[S] The classic 60's TV series about a team of nine cyborg superhero 
secret agents from various countries and ethnicities, banded together, under 
the guidance of Dr. Isaac Gilmore, to use their powers to help people in trouble 
and fight for justice. 


Dance Dance Revolution AMV Project 
Check this out -- AMV maker Brad Demoss organized thirty top-notch anime 
music video makers in the most massive AMV project that fandom had ever 
attempted: to produce an anime music video for all 41 tracks on the Dance 
Dance Revolution 3rd Mix Soundtrack Non-Stop Megamix, and seamlessly 
blend them together into one 72-minute, non-stop music video. They succeded, 
not just in finishing the job, but in doing a great job with it. Special Bonus: 
immediately following the DDR Project screening on Saturday will be a screen- 
ing of Vlad Pohnert’s 30-minute documentary on the making of the DDR AMV 
Project. The DDR AMV Project premiered at Anime Weekend Atlanta 7 in 2001. 
Never content to rest on their laurels, Brad and his collaborators have already 
set their sights on completing a non-stop AMV for the DDR 2nd Mix Non-Stop 
Megamix, planned to be completed just in time for Anime Weekend Atlanta 
8 in September. For a list of participating AMV Editors and the tracks they 
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completed, take a look at the DDR Project's official homepage on the world 
wide web at: hitp://www.kusoyaro.com/ddrproject. 


Doraemon 


[C] [S] The classic children’s anime about the cat from the future whose 
attempts to help young Nobita -- usually by using magical futuristic gadgets 
-- inevitably end in disaster. 


Ebichu 


[S] From the mind of Anno Hideaki and Gainax Studios comes this hamster 
sex comedy. Ebichu is just a simple hamster that wants to eat cheese and do her best 
at housekeeping for her owner, a young office worker with a “useless” boyfriend. 
Don't be taken in by the cute hamster, this series is definitely not for kids. 


Eighth Man 


[C] [D] When police detective Peter Brady is killed in the line of duty, 
Professor Genius transfers his memories into a robot body. Now, disguised as 
private detective Tobor, he assists Police Chief Fumblethumbs as the superhero 
Eighth Man (8-Man, in the original Japanese). In 16mm! 


Evangelion Movies 


[S] Finally released in the US! See both the series recap and the 
alternate ending to one of the most popular and thought-provoking anime 
Series in recent years. 


Evangelion: ReDeath 

Studio Sokodei’s anime fan parody was made using footage from Neon 
Genesis Evangelion (as if you couldn't guess). Giant robots loom over- 
head, mysterious conspiracies plot a murky future for humanity, and the 
answers to fundamental questions about the nature of mankind hang 

in the balance. Which is just too bad, because it’s questions ranging 
from Shinji's clueless “What are melons?” and “Get some? Get some... 
what?” to Kaji’s “A crowbar?! What does Misato have a crowbar under 
her bed for?” that really need to be answered. Fortunately, uber-pimp 
Gendo Ikari has all the answers, along with some bad-ass theme music. 
Evangelion: ReDeath was made on the group's Mac G3 and premiered 
at Fanime Con in 2000. The guys at Studio Sokodei are working on a 
remastered and expanded special edition: Evangelion: ReDeath Redux. 
Some of their other fan parodies are Jubei Powers: Japanese Man of 
Intercourse (1999) and Fanboy Bebop (2002). If you would like to contact 
Studio Sokodei, e-mail Andrew Hosking at fundus@cats.ucsc.edu or 
visit their web site at: http://www.starbach.com. 
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Final Fantasy Unlimited TV 


[S] A new story from the creators of Final Fantasy. Two children enter 
another world to find their parents, only to discover new wonders in the world 
of Final Fantasy. Look forward to seeing well-known Final Fantasy clichés and 
characters. 


Fish in the Trap 


[H] [S] Also known as “Equation of the Rotten Teacher,” this yaoi series 
follows the story of a young man and his second chance with the boy next door. 
However, things can be difficult when the young man is the beautiful boy next 
door’s school teacher. 


Five Star Stories 


[S] The rare adaptation (the LD only had one pressing!) of Nagano 
Mamoru’s manga, where mecha known as Mortar Heads are co-piloted by 
warriors and their beautiful genetically engineered bond-mates, known as 
Fatimas. 


GaoGaiGar TV 


[S] The alien Zondarians seek out humans plagued by hatred, sadness 
and broken dreams and offer them a chance at revenge by converting them 
into monsters. Standing in their way are the GGG team, who can transform 
into the titular giant robot, defeat the monsters, and restore their humanity. 


GaoGaiGar Final 


[S] Set a little over a year after the end of GaoGaiGar, a new enemy, 
the 11 Kings of Sol, appear. Only GaoGaiGar and the new robot, GaoFighGar, 
have anyshope of stopping them. 


Gatchaman TV 


[S] When a terrorist organization known as Galactor wreaks havoc 
anywhere on Earth, five young heroes known as the Science Ninja Team 
Gatchaman travel there to stop them. Bird-Go! Known as Battle of the Planets 
and later G-Force on U.S. television, and celebrating its 30th Anniversary this 
year. The sequels were combined into Saban’s Eagle Riders. 


Gauche the Cellist 


[S] A direct adaptation - with nothing added or removed - of famous 
Japanese author Miyazawa Kenji’s story about a cellist who learns to play the 
cello with the help of the animal that visit his home. Directed by Takahata Isao. 
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Ghostsweeper Movie 


[S] Ghostsweeper Mikami and her assistants - Yokoshima, the under- 
paid pervert, and Okinu, the unpaid friendly ghost - are charged with defeat- 
ing Nosferatu, a vampire even other vampires fear. 


Gigantor 


[C] [D] Gigantor, a.k.a. Tesujin Ni-juu-hachi Gou (Iron Man #28), this 
was the first giant robot anime. When there's trouble, young Jimmy Sparks 
uses a remote control that looks like a lunchbox to command the heroic giant 
robot Gigantor. In 16mm! 


Go-Lion TV 


[S] More widely known as Voltron in the US., this series follows the 
story of five captives from Earth who escape from the Reptile Emperor Dai 
Bazal of planet Garla. When they reach the palace of Princess Fara, they learn 
of five ancient robot lions that can combine to form one mighty robot. Using 
these machines, they free the galaxy from evil. 


GTO 


[S] Former biker Onizuka bribes and cons his way into a teaching 
certificate so he can hit on high school girls, but soon discovers he actually likes 
teaching. Now he’s Great Teacher Onizuka! 


Hajime no Ippo 

[S] Magunochi Ippo is a high school student who spends his time 
with the family fishing business. With few friends, Ippo is bullied at school 
until a first-class boxer named Takamura teaches Ippo to fight back. With his 
newfound fighting ability, Ippo wants to train to become a boxer. But before 
Takamura will teach him, he gives Ippo a few near-impossible tests to pass. 


Hamstah Ganstaz 


[E] Genki-web’s anime fan parody, Hamstah Gangstaz is the first epi- 
sode of the wholesome Japanese animated children’s show Tottoko Hamutaro 
(which just started running on Cartoon Network as Hamtaro), re-edited, re- 
scored, and re-dubbed so that the cuddly little fuzzy critters are tough-talking 
gangsters, pimps, and crackheads. | kid you not. Hamstah Ganstaz makes its 
convention premiere at Otakon 2002. If you catch Hamstah Gangstaz at the 
con and want fo tell the makers how much you liked it, you can write to Jack 
Nixon at shad@genki-web.net. 
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Hikaru no Go 


[S] The essence of one of the greatest Go players in history, Fujiwarano 
Sai, is trapped in a goban. A young boy named Shindo unwittingly frees Sai 
and opens his mind to the spirit. With the power of Sai, Shindo trains to beat 
his rival, Touya Akira. 


Hime-chan’s Ribbon 


[C] [S] fa princess from a magical world came to you and asked to 
observe your behavior for a year in exchange for a ribbon that allowed you to 
magically transform, what would you say? Hime-chan says yes to this offer in a 
series filled with magic, talking toys and magical items. 


His and Her Circumstances 


[S] His and Her Circumstances (Kareshi Kanojo no Jijou, or Kare Kano) 
is an innovative, funny series about two model students, Miyazawa Yukino 

and Souichiro Arima, who meet as competitors and soon discover looks can 

be deceiving. Yukino’s “perfect” school persona is only a mask. And virtuous 
Arima strives for perfection for reasons of his own. This series touches on 


everything from romance to humor, while never lapsing into sentimentalism. 


Idol Defense Force Hummingbird ‘95 


[S] Also known as Hummingbirds, this is the story of a Japan of tomor- 
row, in which the armed forces have become an entertainment industry as well 
as a defense force. Five sisters join the air force to become pop idols at the 
request of their mother. Join the armed forces, sing songs, fly jets and fend off 
foreign invanders, all in a day's work. 


Japanese 1960’s Work Prints 


[J] Ever wonder what kind of footage the American dubbing compa- 
nies from the 1960's had to work with? Here's your chance to view this rare 
16mm footage from both Mahha Go! Go! Go! (Mach (Go!) Go! Go!/Speed 
Racer) and Cyborg Big X (Big X). 


Kamen Rider 


[J] The classic 1971 live action series featuring the only Japanese 
superhero to rival Ultraman in popularity. When the evil Shocker organization 
kidnaps motorcyclist Hongo Takeshi and turns him into their most powerful 
Reconstructed Human agent, he escapes and uses his new powers as Kamen 
(Masked) Rider to fight Shocker and their attempts to conquer the world. 
Rider... Kick! 
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Kiko-chan’s Smile 


[C] [S] Sometimes described as a junior version of Daria, this humorous 
series concerns the adventures of a cynical, super-intelligent little girl and her 
rather airheaded parents. Plus, some mini-adventures starring their cat. 


Kusatta Kyoushi no Hoteishiki 


[H] [S] Literally Bad Teacher's Equation, this is a Yaoi comedy about a 
student and his teachers and classmates. 


Licca-chan 


[C] [S] Third grader Licca-chan discovers she’s the heir to the Doll King- 
dom, and with the help of a magic ring that can summon help, she sets off on 
a quest to regain her throne from Queen Yae, her evil great-aunt. Based on the 
Japanese equivalent of the Barbie doll, created by Maki Miyako, Matsumoto 
(Yamato & Harlock) Leiji’s wife! 


Magical Nyan Nyan Taruto 


[C] [S] This series follows the adventures of a young cat girl, Taruto, who 
is a magical princess from another world, sent here for protection. If only her 
magical powers would work the way she wants them to! 


The Magical Princess Gigi 


[C] [D] The American dub of the Minky Momo movie. When a Peter Pan- 
like figure kidnaps children’s parents, it’s up to Gigi to use her power to 
transform into an adult, skilled at whatever she happens to need at the 
moment to save them! 


Magical Shopping District Abenobeshi 


[S] Named for the shopping district where young Sasshi and Arumi 
live, Abenobashi introduces these two main characters as they meet a strange 
ceramic pelican, inscribed with a pentagram and carrying a sleeping cat in 

its mouth. Curiosity leads them to discover disappeared gods and a rainbow 
bridge leading to an otherworldly castle. With strong artwork and style, Aben- 
obashi is a visual pleasure. 


Magical Star Magical Emi 


[C] [SJ] Mahou no Star Magical Emi is recommended for young viewers. 
Mai is the daughter of a couple who run a small snack shop, while her 
grandparents lead a troupe of stage magicians. While attempting to copy her 
idol, a stage magician, she discovers her own inner magical abilities. 
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Marine Express 


[J] A tale of intrigue, sabotage, smuggling and time travel on the 
world’s first sub-aquatic trans-Pacific train. Another annual Tezuka/NTV TV 
movie, with guest appearances by (among others) Astro Boy, Black Jack, 
Leo/Kimba, and Princess Knight, plus a theme song by Tommy Knight, of 
Galaxy Express 999 movie fame. 


Mazinger Z TV 


[J] There had been series about remote controlled and sentient giant 
robots, there had been single episodes with piloted giant robots, but until 
Mazinger Z, there had never been a series about a piloted giant robot. In 
Nagai Go's classic (celebrating its 30th anniversary this year), Kabuto Kouji is 
forced by circumstance to pilot the giant robot Mazinger Z to fight the machine 
beasts of Dr. Hell. Surprisingly non-formulaic. 


Mazinger Z vs The Great General of 
Darkness 


[S] With Dr. Hell defeated, Kouji and his friends try to enjoy a relaxing 
vacation. Of course, a new threat shows up - giant sentient monsters led by the 
Great General of Darkness. Technically, this film is not part of series continuity, 
but so what? The opening credits were later parodied by the Gekiganger “movie.” 


Minky Momo OAV 


[C] [S] Minky Momo is a young fairy princess from the Land of Dreams, 
charged with the job of spreading joy, hope and dreams into the human world. 
While on this visit, she dies in a traffic accident. Fortunately, she is reincarnated 
as a young girl who loses her powers and her memories, but lives in a human 
world full of dream, hopes, and adventures. 


Neighborhood Story TV 


[S] Gokinjo Monogatari (Neighborhood Story) is based on a shoujo 
manga by Ai Yazawa-sensei. It tells the story of Mikako Kouda, a creative, 
energetic girl who dreams of becoming a fashion designer. Also featured is 
Tsutomu Yamaguchi, the boy next door, and their friends at the Yazawa School 
of Design. 


Ninja Scroll 


[S] Jubei the Ninja, hired by a corrupt monk, fights a variety of 
opponents in the hope of finding a cure for the poison that is slowly killing 
him. Character designs are by our guest Minowa Yutaka. 


Anime Video Listings 13 


One Piece TV 


[C] [S] Once upon a time, during the Pirate Era, pirates around the world 
headed to the sea to conquer the legendary pirate Gold Roger’s ultimate 
treasure, One Piece. One of these pirates, a boy named Luefy, acquires the 
strange ability to stretch his body. Inspired by the childhood heroism of a 
pirate friend, he sets out for adventure. 


Oni OAV 


[S] People transform into monsters and fight. Based on a popular 
video game. 


Original Dirty Pair OAV’s 

[S] After the TV series, before Flash, Kei and Yuri, top agents (if you 
ignore the property damage) of the World Welfare Work Association (WWWA, 
pronounced “3-W-A") starred in a series of OAV’s. Enjoy the action and humor. 
And the skimpy outfits - | mean, who are we fooling? 


Otaku no Video 


[S] The story, based loosely on the history of the GAINAX animation 
studio, of dedicated Otaku and their attempt to become the Otaku of Otaku - 
Otakings! It’s where this con got its name. 


Outlaw Star 


[S] The adventures of Gene Starwind and Jim Hawking, on the run 
from the cops, the pirates, an angry alien, and a mysterious assassin. Fortu- 
nately, their ship is one of the legendary super-advanced Lost Ships. 


Pita Ten 


[S] From the creators of Digi Carot. Kotarou is an ordinary sixth grader 
whose life is pretty average until an angel named Misha moves next door. 
Misha is a little less competent than the average angel. When she finds 

out Kotarou has no mother, she decides to become his mother and (over- 
enthusiastically) protects him. 


Princess Knight 


[C] [D] The anime version of the first Shoujo Manga (known as Ribbon no Kishi 
- Knight in Ribbons - in Japan). In order to rule her Kingdom, Princess Sapphire is 
raised as a boy, and must protect her secret at all costs. Tough to do when enemies 

of the kingdom suspect the truth and a well-meaning but bumbling cherub keeps 
following her around! Rarely seen in this country in any form, let alone 16mm. 
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Real Bout High School 
[S] High-school girl Mitsurugi Ryoko, the champion of “K fights,” a school 


recognized system of dueling to resolve disputes, must also fight supernatural 
threats that threaten to take over the world! 


Ribon no Kishi TV 


[C] [S] nthe 1950's, most manga titles were made for a male or com- 
bined audience. Tezuka Osamu, best known for Astroboy, was the first manga 
artist to create a series especially for girls, Ribon no Kishi (The Beribboned 
Knight, a.k.a. Princess Knight). The series follows Sapphire, a princess who 
must masquerade as a boy in order to be entitled to the throne. Through a 
mix-up in Heaven, she also has both a boy and a girl's heart. A mischievous 
cherub, Tink, is charged with the task of getting the boy’s heart back. 


Rockman EXE 


[C] [S] Rockman EXE is a brand new anime series now running in Japan, 
based on the video game known in the U.S. as Mega Man Battle Network. 
Set sometime in the future, when the world is linked by a giant network, 
people interface with this network through Navis, or cyber avatars. But when 
a madman hacks into the ovens in Dentown and turns them into fire-spewing 
machines, Net Hikari and his friends must save the day! 


Saint Seiya 
[S] Saint Seiya is based on the manga by Masami Kurumada. In the 
not-so-distant future, after an unnamed catastrophe has disrupted the world’s 


governments, the Graude Foundation sponsors an international fight competi- 


tion called The Galaxian Wars, with the prize being a set of gold armor. The 
series blends Greek mythology with martial arts. 


Saint Tail 


[S] By day, Haneoka Meimi is a Catholic schoolgirl, but by night she 
becomes Saint Tail, stealing from the rich that which they've taken from the 
poor! But how long before determined amateur detective (and fellow student) 
Asuka Jr. catches her? Especially when she’s in love with him and leaves 
deliberate clues? 


Sanctus: A Song of the Winds and Trees 


[H] [S] Ata boys’ boarding school in late 19th century Europe, devoutly 
religious Serge finds himself attracted to the flirtatious Gilbert Cocteau. But 
can their love overcome Serge’s beliefs and Gilbert's tendency to flirt with 

i everyone? 
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Shadowskin 


[E] Submerged in history. Bound by his ancestry. A man with no past 
is forced to open the door to an uncertain future. Known only as Patient X, 

he finds himself in possession of a seemingly miraculous suit of combat armor 
which the military seems more than willing to kill for. Alone and on the run, 
with only a mysterious double in his dreams as a guide, X must find the 

secret that connects his unknown past to his turbulent present and connects his 
ancestry to a force known only as the Shadowskin. 


Shaman King TV 


[S] Shaman King is about a boy named Yoh Asakura and his quest to 
become the most powerful shaman. A boy named Manta meets Yoh at the 
graveyard and eventually becomes his friend. With Manta’s help, Yoh finds A 
600-year-old spirit named Amidamaru. Together, they set out to defeat the 
other shamans and make Yoh the Shaman King. 


Speed Racer 


[C] [D] |s there anyone who hasn't heard of this American dub of Mahha 
Go! Go! Go! (Mach (Go!) Go! Go!)? Join teenage race car driver Speed Racer, 
his girlfriend Trixie, his mischievous little brother Spritle (and his pet Chim- 
Chim), not to mention Racer X, who is secretly Speed's older brother Rex Racer, 
who ran away from home years ago. In 16mm! 


Star Blazers 


[C] [D] The American version of the classic Uchuu Senkan Yamato (Space 
Battleship Yamato). In the year 2199, the Earth is devastated by planet bombs 
from the evil Gamilon Empire. The only chance the human race has is to get 
the Cosmo DNA from the distant planet Iscandar - in less than a year! And 
thus, the largest battleship ever built, the Japanese WWII vessel Yamato, is 
converted into a spaceship, and one of the greatest adventures in the history 
of anime begins. In 16mm! 
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This is Otakudom 


Not Not Digital Editing Films’ anime fan parody This Is Otakudom is what you 
might get if you blended the rock-band mockumentary This Is Spinal Tap and 
the anime mockumentary “Otaku no Video” (Fan’s Video). Made with footage 
from Fushigi Yuugi (and a lot of other shows), it relates the misadventures 

of anime fans going to a big anime convention (Otakon 2001, yay!) and 

the mysterious filmmaker documenting their experiences. It makes fun of 
anime cons, hentai-obsessed fans, vampire live action role-playing, yaoi, video 
gaming, and all those little failings that make us human. Directed by Scott 

A Melzer (whose meticulously-crafted anime music videos have won several 
prizes at Otakon over the years) and taking over seven months to complete, 
this hysterical parody is the culmination of the ideas, art, writing, and voices 
of -- quite literally -- dozens of friends (including two of Otakon’s own Staff). 
A work-in-progress version was first shown at ShoujoCon 2001 and the final 
cut was officially premiered at Otakon 2001. Since then, Scott has been taking 
the parody on the road to many anime cons, as well as sending tapes (all over 
the world) before the parody’s return to Otakon, where Scott will most likely 
collapse from exhaustion. For more information, you can check out the official 


web site at: http://welcome.to/otakudom. If you would like to contact NoN.D.E. 


Films, write to Scott Melzer at kdreams@eticomm.net. 


Tonde Boorin 


[S] A girl named Karin gains the ability to transform into a Magical 
Girl Super...uh...pig... Her goal (aside from serving justice and all that) is to 
collect 108 magic pearls (which she gets for doing good deeds and loses for 
doing selfish things) so she can become a beautiful superheroine. 


Touch 


[S] After his popular star-athlete twin brother dies, slacker Tatsuya 
struggles to take his place, both on the school baseball team and in the heart 
of their childhood friend, Minami. A classic of both sports and romance anime. 


Trigun 
[S] Created by one of our guests, Nightow Yasuhiro, this popular series 


follows Vash the Stampede, who inadvertantly brings chaos wherever he goes 
on the planet Gunsmoke. 


UFO Robo Grendizer 


[S] The third series in Nagai Go's “Mazin Trilogy,” Grendizer tells the 
story of Duke Freed, an alien prince who escaped to Earth when his planet 
was invaded. Now, to prevent his adopted planet from suffering the same 
fate, he reluctantly pilots the giant robot Grendizer, with a little support from 
ex-Mazinger Z pilot Kabuto Kouji. 
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Ultraman: The Adventure Begins 


[C] [E] When monsters from the planet Sorkin appear on Earth, three 
Ultra Warriors merge their life force with three human fighter pilots to become 
- The Ultra Force! An animated co-production between Ultraman creators 
Tsubururaya Productions and America’s Hanna-Barbera. 


Ultraman Gaia: The Battle in Hyperspace 


[C] [S] Originally titled Ultraman Tiga, Ultraman Dyna, & Ultraman Gaia: 
The Super Dimension Grand Battle, this is the movie Godzilla’s Revenge 
should have been. A 9-year-old boy named Tsutomu finds a magic ball that 
grants wishes, so of course he wishes to meet his favorite TV superhero - 
Takayama Gamu (a.k.a: Ultraman Gaia). Tsutomu quickly learns to be careful 
what you wish for, when bullies steal the ball and wish for monsters, and Gamu 
tries to deal with a world where he’s a fictional character (the scene in the 

toy store is priceless). 


Ultraman Tiga & Ultraman Dyna 


[C] [S] Subtitled The Warriors of the Star of Light. Asuka Shin - Member 
of Super GUTS (Global Unlimited Task Squad) and secretly Ultraman Dyna 

- faces his biggest threat when the TPC (Terrestrial Peacable Consortium)’s 
new weapon, the Prometheus, is taken over by aliens. Worse, his confidence 
is at an all-time low, due to visions of the Prometheus’ Wave-Motion-esque 
Neo Maxima cannon destroying him. All that can save him is - well, you read 
the title, right? 


Ultraman Zoffy 


[J] Commander Zoffy - Ultra Brother Number One - hosts a series of 
clips ranging from 1966's Ultra Q to 1980's imaginatively named Ultraman 80. 
Classic rubber suit action from the co-creator of Godzilla. 


Understanding Chaos 


[S] Earth vs. Mars, order vs. chaos! This science fiction, anime short 
film, created by fan Terrance Walker and his company, Studio Art-FX, entirely 
on standard desktop computers with off-the-shelf software, will take you into 
a mesmerizing world of 2D digital cel animation and 3D computer graphics. 
Followed by a documentary on how it was made. 
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4 Urusei Yatsura OAVs 


- [Ss] In Catch the Heart, Heart Stealing Candies wreak havoc as Lum 

| tries to make Ataru fall in love with her, Ataru tries to make all the girls but 
Lum fall in love with him, and the Gang of Four try to make Lum fall in love 
with them. In Goat and Cheese, the gang is plagued by a phantom goat that 


eats photographs, and causes those in the photos to die! It’s funny! 


| Vampire Hunter D 


[S] The 1985 original, co-executive produced by our guest Maruyama 
Masao. In a future where aristocratic vampires rule over fearful humans, only 
the mysterious vampire hunter known as “D” can save the beautiful Doris from 
a fate worse than death at the hands of Count Magnus Lee. 


Vampire Princess Miyu TV 


[S] Miyu, a vampire without the usual vulnerabilities (save for a 
reduced need to drink blood) and her servants Larva and Reiha (plus her pet, 
Shina) are charged with finding renegade Shinma - creatures who are both 
God and Demon - and banishing them. The concluding episodes of the series. 


Watashi wa... 


[E] Nine Hour Films’ cosplay documentary Watashi wa... (I am...) is 
a documentary about the subculture of anime costuming by Mary Goad, 

a convention-goer, film major, and cosplayer herself. “Watashi wa...” is 
composed of over fifty interviews with cosplayers conducted at Otakon 2001, 
Katsucon 2001, and AnimeFest 2002. Mary Goad recently graduated from 
Hollins University in Roanoke, VA, with a major in Film and Photography and 
a minor in Art History. Watashi Wa... is her second full length documentary, 
and her senior film project. If you would like to tell Mary Goad and her crew 
how you felt about it, she can e contacted at ninehourfilms@hotmail.com. 
The version being screened at Otakon 2002 is a work-in-progress version, 
since the final cut has not yet been completed. For more information about 
Watashi wa..., you can check out the Nine Hour Films web site at http:// 
www.ninehourfilms.com. 


X Japan The Last Live 


[S] Excerpts from the final concert of the groundbreaking J-Pop group 
X Japan. 


Zetsuai ‘89 OAV 


[H] [S] Zetsuai 1989 is a Shonen-ai (or boys’ love) anime. Koji Nanjo is 
d gorgeous rock star, desperately in love with Izumi Takuto, another guy. Koji 
originally believes that Izumi is a girl, and falls for him, but once he learns the 
©) truth, the feelings stay. The two must then face the opposition of Koji’s brothers. 


Video Game Tournament 19 


Friday: 

Super Smash Brothers Melee 

- 64 contestants 

- runtime 30 minutes 

- registration @ 4:00 PM / tournament @ 5:00 PM 


Soul Calibur 

- 64 contestants 

- runtime 60 minutes 

- registration @ 5:30 PM / tournament @ 6:30 PM 


Virtua Fighter 4 

- 64 contestants 

- runtime 60 minutes 

- registration @ 8:00 PM / tournament @ 9:00 PM 


Capcom vs. SNK 2 

- 64 contestants 

- runtime 90 minutes 

- registration @ 8:30 PM / tournament @ 10:00 PM 


Saturday: 

Dance Dance Revolution Pro 

- contestants TBD 

- runtime TBD 

- registration @ 10:00 AM / tournament @ 12:00 PM 


Dance Dance Revolution Novice and Journeyman 
- contestants TB 

- runtime TBD 

- registration @ 10:00 AM / tournament @ 12:00 PM 


Para Para Paradise 

- contestants TBD 

- runtime TBD 

- registration @ 11:00 AM / tournament @ 8:00 PM 


Super Smash Brothers Melee 

- 64 contestants 

- runtime 30 minutes 

- registration @ 1:00 PM / tournament @ 2:00 PM 


Guilty Gear X 

- 64 contestants 

- runtime 90 minutes 

- registration @ 5:00 PM / tournament @ 6:00 PM 


Tekken 4 

- 64 contestants 

- runtime 60 minutes 

- registration @ 3:00 PM / tournament @ 4:00 PM 


*check with the video game room for rules and signup 


j 


VIP lounge 


women's restroom 


" Photo Suite 


men's restroom y 
escalator 


stairs 
elevator 


Level 300 


tine begins here 
lor kegistration 


Art Auction 
Aviographs 


% Level 200 


a. 
“—~ 
a”. 
&, 
oe 
a, 
om. 
ao 
~ 
a 
a 
ao”. 
wo 
“e 
ae. 
a”. 
a 
a. 
ra 
a 
a. 
a. 
a”. 
” 
Se 
ao”. 
a“ 
a. 
&. 
a. 
a 
a 
to 
ra 
am. 
A 
a 
ra 
am. 
a 
ra 
”. 
~, 
om, 


Hall A Video 1 

Hall B/C Video 2 

Hall D 35 mm Theater 

Hall E Dealers' Room 

Hall F Art Show, Artists' Alley, 
Art Auction, Autographs 

Hall G Video Gaming 

Ball Room Main Events Theater 


301-303 OtaKate 

307-308 Video 3 

309-310 Video 4 

314-315 Video 5 

316-317 Video 6 

318-323 Panel 1 

324-326 Panel 2 

327-329 Video 7 

330 Con Ops & Info Desk 
331 Gopher Operations 

333 Security Operations 

336 Live Action Role Playing 
337-338 Panel 3 

339-340 Workshop 1 
341-342 Workshop 2 
343-344 Ota-Chan 

345 Men's Changing Room 
346 Women's Changing Room 
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This year, we offer something really special: the 
chance to see some film and anime classics on the 
big screen! If you've ever wanted to see the director’s 
Original vision, here’s your chance. 


Escaflowne 

Anime 

[D] Hitomi is a girl with psychic abilities who gets transported to the magical 
world of Gaea. She and her friends find themselves under attack from the evil 
Zaibach empire, and the Guymelf Escaflowne provides the key to it all. This blend 

of romance, science ficion, and fantasy is guaranteed to appeal to nearly any anime 
fan. 


Fallen Angels (1995) 

Live Action (Hong Kong) 

[ D] Originally conceived as the third vignette of director Wong Kar-Wai's 1994 
ilm Chungking Express, Fallen Angels is a brooding and stylish meditation upon loss 
and alienation which firmly established Kar-Wai’s reputation as Hong Kong's most 
dynamic auteur. The film alternates between two intertwined story-lines set among 
the neon-washed streets and alleys of mid 1990s Hong Kong, focusing first upon the 
unconsummated love affair between a hitman and his agent, and then upon a young 
mute and his awkward pursuit of a jilted woman, before deftly pulling them together 
in a fitting conclusion. 


Godzilla 


Live Action (Japanese) 

[S] In this, the movie that started at all (Gojira, in Japan), director Ishiro 
Honda introduces us to the Titan of Terror. A 400-foot monster reptile with radioactive 
breath is revived, thanks to nuclear testing. It goes on a mad rampage, destroying 
Tokyo - how will they kill it? Okay, but what about next time? And the time after 

that? 


Jin-Roh 

Anime 

[D] It is ten years after the end of World War Il, and an anti-terror police- 
man, Fuse, is suspended from service when he fails to stop a young terrorist girl 
from detonating herself. In the process of gathering information about the terrorist, 
he meets and befriends her sister. Both are dragged into the rivalries between 

the administration of the police and the counterterrorism commando unit Jin Roh’ 
(human wolves). Beautifully drawn, with a fascinating plot, this film blends elements 
of fantasy and the thriller. 
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The Killer (1989) 

Live Action (Hong Kong) 

[D] The film considered by many to be the seminal example of the Hong 
Kong action genre, The Killer tells the story of a hitman who must do one last job in 
order to pay for an eye operation for the woman he accidentally blinded and with 
whom he is falling in love. Chow Yun-Fat won international recognition for his part 
as the protagonist of the film, and the combination of John Woo at the helm and 
Tsui Hark as choreographer produced some of the most breath-taking gunfights ever 
committed to celluloid. 


Metropolis 

Anime 

[S] Loosely based on the classic black and white film by Fritz Lang, Metropo- 
lis is a future city about to celebrate the Zigguraut. Kenichi and his uncle Shunsaku 
Ban must find the mystery behind robot girl Tima. In the process, they get caught 

up in political intrigue that could possibly lead to the end of the Earth. What can 

they do to stop if? 


Mobile Suit Gundam 0093: Char’s 
Counterattack (1988) 

Anime 

[S] The first original Gundam theatrical feature, Char’s Counterattack serves 

to resolve the fifteen-year feud between dueling newtypes Char Aznable and Amuro 

Ray. It also closes the book on the Earth Federation-versus-Zeon conflict, while Char’s 

grand plan to force the earthbound elites to join the rest of humanity in space 

foreshadows the ideological conflicts of the second Universal Century. It premiered in 

1988, just over a year after the conclusion of the Gundam ZZ television series. 


Ran (1985) 

Live Action (Japanese) 

[S] Set in 16th century Japan, Ran is director Akira Kurosawa’s redaction 

of William Shakespeare's tragedy King Lear. The film, dealing with sibling rivalry 
and the uncontrollable lust for power, was one of his last and was produced in 
association with Francis Ford Coppola. Ran is rightfully considered a masterpiece due 
to its combination of an inspired screenplay and superb acting with a thoroughly epic 
presentation, most noticed in the film's sweeping scenes of battle. 


Wings of Honneamise 

Anime 

[D] Set in an alternate Earth, this film chronicles the story of Shirotsugh, a 
man who searches for a purpose in life, but more or less stumbles into becoming 
the First Man in Space. A thoughtful and sometimes poignant animation by Gainax, 
the climax of the film is considered by many to be one of the finest moments in 
Japanese animation. 
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Live Action - Asian Cinema 


In addition to being the animation capital of all 19 
known universes, Asia continues to produce ground- 
breaking, breathtaking, earthshaking live action 
cinema. Certain styles have become associated with 
particular countries (action = Hong Kong, horror = 
Japan, musicals = India), but there’s plenty of room 
for innovation and experimentation both within and 
without those genres, and considerably more latitude 
for imagination than in your conventional Hollywood 
blockbusters. Looking for a stunningly photographed 
and intellectually challenging sci-fi noir about cyber 
pirates? Try Japan's Avalon. Feel like a drug-fueled, 
visually excessive pop-cult musical extravaganza 
about a vicious serial killer? That would be India’s 
Abhay. A magnificent, old-fashioned adventure story 
featuring extraordinary warriors battling their way 
across ancient China? Korea’s Musa. A cross-dressing, 
freewheeling contemporary comedy about the ulti- 
mate underdogs in a film that literally changed the 
local language? Thailand’s The Iron Ladies. 


There's something for every taste - comedy light and 
dark, action realistic and excessive, cerebral mysteries 
and rollicking action fantasies. In past years, Otakon 
introduced you to Korean cinema (Shiri, Attack the 
Gas Station, The Soul Guardians), currently the hot- 
test ticket on the international circuit. This year we 
expand our coverage to include the unique and 
wholly unpredictable Indian cinema. Check out two 
of Bollywood's finest, most crazed concoctions and 
discover the kind of multi-genre mixmaster overload 
that has made Hindi cinema by far the largest film 
market on the planet. 


Presented here for your viewing pleasure, a small 
taste, an appetizer, an aperitif. Enjoy. 
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Abhay 

[S] A truly mind-blowing cornucopia of muxic, mayhem, action, psy- 
chedelia and psychosis. Abhay has been locked up in a mental ward ever since 
that, um, trouble with his stepmom. When his twin brother Vijay, a Dirty Harry- 
style lone wolf cop, announces his engagement, Abhay busts out of the asylum 
to “save” him from throwing his life away on a mere woman. Complications 
arise when Abhay, addicted to medical psychotropics, tries to cop a fix from a 
local pusher and proceeds to stick the wrong needle in his arm. Suddenly 

the screen erupts in a vivid Wizard of Oz technicolor fever dream,complete 
with cel animation, surprising cameos by American pop icons, and a cuddly, 
dancing serial killer. Kamal Haasan, a specialist in dual roles, plays both 

the singin’-in-the-rain psycho and the nailgun-wielding policeman brother. 
It’s a delightfully demented masterpiece, an only-in-India extravaganza, a 


thoroughly unmissable experience. 


Avalon 


[S] Step beyond the Matrix. Director Mamoru Oshii has crafted a 
marvelously moody mystery in the guise of a science fiction meditation on 
identity. In a dystopian future, a beautiful loner named Ash is the unbeatable 
champion of an illegal virtual reality war game named Avalon. When an 
unknown rival arrives on the scene to challenge her, Ash encounters disturbing 
changes both in cyberspace and in the real world. Filmed in Poland with 

a European cast, Avalon is shot largely in a bleached-out sepia tone that 
accentuates the drab, depressing atmosphere and adds a sense of oppressive 
claustrophobia reminiscent of both Brazil and Orson Welles’s The Trial. Oshii 
is a master craftsman, a director who knows exactly how to manipulate audi- 
ence expectations and how to deliver brilliantly small, quiet shocks. Slow and 
deliberate, surreal and existential, the film has a knockout soundtrack and 
astonishing special effects. 


Avenging Fist 

[S] Videogame cinema, 2002 style. Originally announced as In the 
Name of Heroes, this flashy concoction is brimming with cool ideas and 

slick FX. Three friends are enlisted in a secret government project to create 
supernaturally enhanced supercops with the aid of a Power Glove. One of the 
trio goes rogue, capturing the second and wiping his memory, turning him 
into a murderous slave. That leaves one to track down his former friends and 
prevent the usual Epic Trouble. The cast includes upcoming stars Stephen Fung 
and Wang Lee Hom, as well as delectable love-interests Gigi Leung and Kristy 
Yang, but it’s the oldtimers who provide the meat: Yuen Biao, Roy Cheung and 
Ekin Cheng (who, in an amusing turn, grows up to be Sammo Hung). Andrew 
Lau (Storm Riders) and Corey Yuen co-directed with an eye toward sci-fi 
spectacle and grand popcorn entertainment. | want one of those cellphones. 
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La Brassiere 


[H] [S] Patrick Leung, former AD to John Woo, has directed a small gallery 
of fine films. His Born Wild was a highly personal and desperately dark 
murder/revenge drama. It was also a resounding flop at the HK box office in 
these depressed times. Leung and his partners Amy Chin and Chan Hing-kai 
vowed to create a popular hit, and with this terrific comedy, they more than 
succeeded. When a bra manufacturer decides that the product needs some 
fresh design concepts, two womanizing louts are enlisted for their ideas. 
Distinguished actor Lau Ching-wan has said that he doesn’t consider himself 
funny, doesn’t understand comedy, but he’s thoroughly hilarious in the role, 
and his chemistry with Louis Koo is priceless. Carina Lau and Gigi Leung are 
the women who teach the cocky louts a thing or two about human relations. A 
huge hit, the film spawned a sequel, in production now, with Rosamund Kwan 
joining the cast. Tentative title: What Babies Want. 


Full Time Killer 


[S] There is a plot driving this wild & flashy thriller -- something 
about duelling hitmen and the woman who accidentally loves them both -- 
but it’s really just an excuse to string together a series of outlandish setpieces 
featuring some of the most stylized action of the new decade. Co-star Andy 
Lau optioned Edmond Pang’s novel and enlisted Milkyway Image to produce; 
writer Wai Ka-fai despised the story, feeling it simply ripped off countless ear- 
lier HK films. He wrote a ridiculous parody of a script, which Johnny To directed 
in a straight-faced manner that cannily straddles the line between over-the- 
top action and satire. Pop singer Takashi Sorimachi co-stars in what amounts 
to a compendium of Hong Kong's greatest hits, gussied up hyperstoopid and 
hyperstylish. 


Future Cops 


[S] Videogame action, 1993 style. Director Wong Jing first lampooned 
the characters from Street Fighter II in City Hunter, with Jackie Chan. Here 

he based an entire feature on the concept, creating a wild and thoroughly 
crazed mo lei tau (nonsense) comedy filled with cartoonish characters and 
eye-popping action. The cast is a virtual who's who of 1993 HK cinema: Andy 
Lau, Jacky Cheung, Simon Yam, Chingmy Yau, Ekin Cheng, etc., all wearing the 
most ridiculous costumes and hairstyles of their respective careers. Endlessly 
inventive, the nominal storyline combines the time-travel elements of The 
Terminator with plot lifts from Stephen Chow’s Fight Back to School series 
(satirized in the very first shot of this film, taking place in 2043 and showing 
posters for part 90 in the series), but really it’s all just an excuse to pile on 

the absurdist comedy and fantastic action. Cinematographer Andrew Lau went 
on to fame as a director of special effect extravaganzas, including The Storm 
Riders and the videogame clone The Avenging Fist. 


Live Action Listings 


Humanist 


[S] Comedy as black as black can be. Recent Korean cinema has 
provided an abundance of cynical, satirical comedies. This is the meanest, 
nastiest of the lot. Needing cash to finance his reckless lifestyle, a man plots 
to kidnap his wealthy dad. He enlists a collection of irredeemably rotten 
characters to assist, but the plot goes stunningly wrong, resulting in blackmail, 
death, mutilation and disfigurement. Naturally, none of the characters display 
any allegiance to the others, and exhibit no qualms about betraying or inflict- 
ing pain upon a supposed friend. It’s ugly and bleak and fatalistic - and 
wildly funny, as the inventive and freewheeling plot piles on the tribulations. 
The obvious parallel in US cinema is the work of the Coen brothers, but 
Humanist is more interested in torturing its unlikable protagonists than in 
genre revisionism. 


The Iron Ladies 


[S] A group of eccentrics and oddballs come together and form a 
volleyball team, defying the odds and resulting in a big showdown match with 
the unbeatable champions. The plot is nothing Disney hasn't filmed a hundred 
times before, except this time the setting is Thailand and the team consists 

of katoey (transvestites). Based on a true story, this Thai comedy broke all 
box-office records upon release. Given that katoey are an established element 
of Thai society, yet are systematically scorned and victimized, it’s a surprisingly 
innocent feel-good flick, with the requisite flamboyant characters and the 
expected message of tolerance. The comedy is character-driven and delightfully 
amusing, a mixture of self-conscious camp and naturalistic camaraderie among 
the trash-talking queens. The slang-filled dialogue became a sensation in 
Thailand, introducing new popular phrases and inspiring books on how to talk 
like a transvestite. 


Joint Security Area (JSA) 


[S] Many of the finest South Korean films of recent years deal either 
implicitly or explicitly with the ongoing cold-war tension across the border. 
JSA is among the best and the smartest of the bunch, and became the highest- 
grossing Korean film at the time of its release. At a border crossing between 
North and South Korea, gunfire erupts in the middle of the night. Several 
guards from either side are left dead or wounded, and the countries teeter on 
the brink of war. An international mediator arrives to unravel the mystery 

of what transpired, and finds that the survivors have vastly different stories 

to tell. The film masterfully reveals the truth of that tragic night in layers, 
presenting the participants as victims of a political oppression that has eaten 
into the fabric of their lives. It’s an intelligent and emotionally rich story 

with a terrific conclusion, revealing volumes about the psychological identity 
of modern Korea. 
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Khauff 


[S] He’s got Robert Mitchum eyes. Sanjay Dutt is one of India’s most 
consistently entertaining and compelling actors. Here he plays an emotionless 
killer hired to keep Manisha Koirala from testifying against the murderous 

son of a local politico. Sanjay gamefully romances the poor innocent girl to 
talk her out of taking the stand, but things don’t go as planned. Resolute 

and honorable, Manisha can’t be swayed from her righteous path, resulting in 
escalating violence, rape and revenge, as the killer goes for the throat. Sanjay 
naturally begins to question his loyalties as Manisha ultimately takes the game 
into her own hands. A surprisingly gritty film with terrific action (and great 
songs), it incorporates some surprising John Woo touches - although Woo’s 
action choreography never extended to razor-sharp, high-energy, synchronized 
dance routines. 


The Legend of Wisely 


[S] At the dawn of the 1980s, Sam Hui starred in the Aces Go Places 
films, which not only invented the globe-hopping breed of adventurer that 
Jackie Chan rode to international fame in the Armor of God flicks, but 
blueprinted some of the stunts that later made Jackie a household name. In 
this 1996 film, Sam plays the famed adventurer Wisely (see also The Seventh 
Curse), in a marvelously photographed action fantasy that finds its intrepid 
hero in remote locations including the Pyramids and the Himalayas. Joey 
Wang (A Chinese Ghost Story) co-stars, along with former Shaw Brothers star 
Ti Lung (A Better Tomorrow). Director Teddy Robin Kwan plays a swindler who 
sets the plot in motion, stealing a priceless artifact from a clan of cave-dwelling 
monks. It turns out that the artifact has a secret function, leading to a grand 
and apocalyptic finale in a massive cavern complex. A marvelously designed 
sci-fi treat, with a compelling story and great action sequences. 


The Longest Nite 


[S] Johnny To and Wai Ka-fai’s Milkyway Image production house 
exploded into the popular id with a series of alternately existential/playful 
dark thrillers. This Macau-set cat and mouse game between psycho cop Tony 
Leung Chiu-wai and cold-blooded assassin Lau Ching-wan is among the most 
downbeat and cleverly plotted reflections of the Hong Kong pop consciousness 
in the immediate post-1997 era. Johnny To directs in an illusory haze of neon 
that makes Taxi Driver seem positively pastoral. Lau Ching-wan would become 
the resident star of Milkyway and the screen persona of Johnny To, just as 
Chow Yun-fat embodied the alter ego of John Woo before them. 
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Love on a Diet 

[S] With the economy in a downturn, Hong Kong audiences in 2001 
had no interest in the sort of bleak thrillers that established the reputation 

of Milkyway Image. The company shrewdly turned to making contemporary 
comedies, and released a string of massively popular hits that have once 
again redefined the direction of HK cinema. Love on a Diet is a surprisingly 
somber story, featuring two unlikely, unhappy heroes who struggle to help one 
another overcome their weighty handicaps. The clever script never goes quite 
where you'd expect, and although fat-is-funny may not be politically correct, 
the movie is downright hilarious. Sammi Cheng, a talented but somewhat 
overlooked actress/singer, suddenly hit the big time these past few years play- 
ing neurotic yet lovable modern women in a series of trendsetting romantic 
comedies. Audiences flocked to see the lovely, trim Cheng and co-star Andy Lau 
in Diet, ballooned up in fat costumes courtesy of Hollywood FX houses. 


Musa 

[S] Bloody, extravagant, costumed swordplay. Gorgeous cinematogra- 
phy amidst China’s vast tundras. Zhang Ziyi. No, it’s not that other flick, 

it's Musa, Korea's epic period actioner featuring a skilled band of warriors 
(and slaves) booted from China and forced to trek home across the northern 
wasteland. Rescuing a captured princess (Zhang) from a tribal warlord, they 
find themselves embroiled in a series of battles, chases, and ultimately a siege 
in a crumbling desert fort as the outnumbered fighters struggle to hold off 

a brutal enemy. Just to keep things interesting, the leader of the Korean fight- 
ers continually vies with a proud slave for control of the clan - and for Zhang's 
affections. It's grand, sweeping entertainment, with an excellent plot and 
characters, elegantly choreographed action and a truly majestic musical score. 
Famed actor Ahn Sung-ki plays an eagle-eyed archer who clandestinely steers 
the fate of the Korean contingent; mainland-cum-Hong Kong superfighter Yu 
Rong-guang plays the ruthless (yet honorable) Chinese warlord. 


My Wife is a Gangster 

[S] Korean cinema has become renowned internationally for its 
modern genre comedies. This gangster/romance hybrid begins with a stunning 
fight sequence recalling Hong Kong at its most stylish, veering into unpredict- 
able territory as a ruthless, heartless female gang boss promises her dying 
sister that she'll get married. She sends underlings to find her a husband, 

and winds up with a lovestruck clod who is unaware of her real occupation. 
Although the dying-sis melodrama and motivation fall a bit flat, the comic 
situations are superb and the two leads incredibly charismatic. Shin Eun-kyung 
is one tough little kewpie, skilled in blade-wielding and street brawling, who 
thinks nothing of neutering a rival gangster. Park Sang-myun (The Quiet 
Family, Humanist) is even better as the naive nebbish, cluelessly trying to 
protect his little lovely from the cruel world outside. 
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On The Run 
[S] Yuen Biao abandoned his image as the playful, acrobatic |i’| 
brother for this desperately pessimistic crime story steeped in pre-1997 para- 
noia. As a cop counting on his ex-wife to help him emigrate to the west before 
the handover of Hong Kong to China, he is thrown into turmoil when she is 
killed. He winds up fleeing with his infant daughter and the hit-woman who 
wacked his wife, while the elite homicide squad behind the murder set him 
up and hunt him down. Director Alfred Cheung and many of the cast were 
veterans of Hong Kong's grim and naturalistic New Wave thrillers; On the 
Run is among HK’s finest neo-noir films and Cheung’s slick, shockingly bold 


color palate was a natural bridge from the New Wave to Milkyway Image’s 
post-noir impressionism. 


The Seventh Curse 


[S] The recent box-office flop Wesley's Mysterious Secret is but the 
latest in a long line of films featuring the intrepid adventurer (also known as 
Wisely - see The Legend of Wisely). Writer Yi Kuang invented the character 
for a popular series of novels; here Yi appears as himself to introduce the 
film. Chow Yun-fat plays Wesley, headlining an amazing cast that includes a 
cherubic Maggie Cheung, Sibelle Hu and Dick Wei, with a host of entertaining 
cameos. Kung fu great Chin Siu-ho is actually the real lead in this tale of 
ancient evil and shape-shifting monsters in the jungles of Thailand. As an 
action flick, this one’s got it all: martial arts, gunplay, explosions, violence, 
gore, nudity, special effects and a bloodthirsty corpse-cum-alien - all in a 
compact 78 minutes. Former Shaw Brothers cinematographer Nam Nai Choi 
directed a collection of amazing and unique genre flicks in the 1980s (Story 
of Ricky, Her Vengeance, Peacock King) before vanishing from the scene. This 
is among his finest. 


Swallowtail Butterfly 


[S] Shunji Iwai is an institution in Japan. His film Love Letter was 

a phenomenon throughout Asia. He has written and directed both crowd- 
pleasing and thought-provoking projects for film and television. Swalllowtail 
Butterflly is arguably his most ambitious and fully realized work to date. In 

a vaguely alternate Japan, immigrants and hustlers struggle for a living. A 
quiet orphan is adopted by a clan of misfits, and together they fall into a series 
of truly bizarre circumstances involving a corpse with a secret in its stomach, a 
counterfeiting scheme, and gangs of competing killers. Aggressively unpredict- 
able, the episodic story combines a terrific, quirky sense of human drama with 
a highly defined use of shock and spectacle. Featuring an international cast 
and shot in a jumble of languages (Japanese, English, Mandarin), it co-stars 
pop singer Chara as the leader of the Yentown Band, a music group that 
performs in one of the numerous subplots. HK singer/actor Andy Hui has a 
memorable role as a clown-faced killer. 
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When Fortune Smiles 


[S] Stephen Chow and Sandra Ng worked together on numerous occa- 
sions and made a brilliant comedy team. This 1990 production features Shing 
Fui-on and an impossibly young and thin Anthony Wong as rival cads, each 
scheming to get their hands on an inheritance left to a missing daughter. As 

a garbage collector hired to impersonate the real heiress, Ng is a charming 
Pygmalion, scheming to inherit countless riches yet still squirreling away empty 
cans for the deposit money. Chow is a con artist (imagine that) enlisted to steal 
and alter the will. The meandering story is loaded with brilliant situational 
gags and colorful characters, as well as a surprising amount of action, includ- 
ing a terrific climactic battle aboard a boat. Chow, an avowed fan of Bruce 

Lee, demonstrates that, in addition to his flair for physical comedy, he has 

a surprising aptitude for action sequences, and even engages in a ring bout 
with fight maestro Billy Chow. Director Anthony Chan appears as an inept 
detective. 
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Pratt Street >> 
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Conven 
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Conway Street 


Montgomery Street >> 


Charles Street >> 


Henrietta Street 


<< Cross Street 


A- Nations Bank Building 

B - AT&T Bldg 

C- "Wharf" 

D - Taco Bell 

E - Harbor Place 

F - McDonalds 

G - The Gallery 

H- Nicks/Unde Lees 

| - Song's Deli 

} - Power Plant 

K - Fuddruckers/Out to Lunch 
L- 3 Beach Club 

M - Liberty Street 

N - Crazy Greek 

0 - "Cornbeef Row’ 

P - Paolino's Deli/Harbor Liquors 
Q- Chesapeake Bagel Bakery 
R - Burger King 

§ - Rite Aid 

T - Drug Stores 

U - Purple Orchid 

V - Little Italy 

X - Primo Deli 


Hotel 


| - Holiday Inn - Inner Harbor 
2 - Days Inn - Inner Harbor 

3 - Balt. Marriott Inner Harbor 
4 - Wyndham Inner Harbor 

5 - The Radisson 

6 - Renaissance Harbor Place 

7 - The Brookshire Inner Harbor 
8 - The Tremont Suite 

9 - Tremont Plaza 

10 - The Harbor Court 

1] - Marriot Waterfront/Courtyard 
12- Pier 5 Hotel 

13 - The Inn at Henderson's Whart 
14 - Sheraton Inner Harbor 

15 - Hyatt Regency baltimore 


Parking 
P] - Light and Lombard 
P2 - Charles and Conway 
P3 - Charles St. Between 
Baltimore and Lombard 
P4 - Corner of Charles and 
Lombard 
P5 - Lombard and Hanover 
P6- Charles St. Between Fayette 
and Saratoga 
P7 - Liberty and Fayette 
P8 - Charles and Fayette 
P9 - Baltimore St. between 
wp and Howard 
P10 - Lombard and Howard 
1] - Pier 5 Parking 
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OTAKON 2002 


Pocket Program Guide 
Special Events and Video Schedules 


FRIDAY 9:00 AM 10:00 AM 11:00 AM 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 2:00 PM 3:00 PM 4:00 PM 5:00 PM 


VIP Lounge 
Ota Kafe 


Friday Costume Contest Reg. and Judging / Masquerade Reg (2:30 - 3:30) 


Open Mic Karaoke 
Startup/Signup 


FRIDAY 6:00 PM 7:00 PM 8:00 PM 9:00 PM 10:00 PM 11:00 PM 12:00 AM 1:00 AM 2:00 AM 


VIP Lounge 
Ota Kafe 


Open Mic Karaoke 


Startup/Signup 


Soul Caliber 
9:00 AM 


Virtua Fighter 4 Capcom vs SNK2 


Tenkaichi-Budokai Fighting Tournament 


DDR Novice Journeyman, Pro Tekken 4 
6:00 PM 7:00 PM 8:00 PM 9:00 PM 10:00 PM 11:00 PM 12:00 AM 1:00 AM 2:00 AM 
VIP Lounge 
Ota Kafe Open Mic Karaoke 
Shin-Ra Stakes: Chocobo Racing Generic High School Prom 


J-Pop and Dane 
Guily Gear X ParaPara Paradise 


SOM J 1000 AM 1200 200°M YX _300°M 500M 


VIP Lounge 
Ota Kafe 
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- SUNDAY 
VIP Lounge 


Ota Kafe Open Mic Karaoke | 


Wrap-Up 


Programming Schedule: FRIDAY 9AM - 6PM 


Madhouse Hiroyuki Morioka 

Rockman EXE 1-4 Oni OAV 1-2 Jldol Defense... 1 -2 
OTAKON 2002 AMV ScreeningTape 4 of 4 "Watashi Wa...” 
Video 5 Astro Boy (Color) 1-5 Minky MomoOAV 1-2 J. Kiko-chan's Smile 1 -4 
Video 7 When Fortune Smiles [2:45] On the Run [4:15] The Longest Nite 4 


Autographs 


Video 1 
Video 2 
Video 3 
Video 4 
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Programming Schedule: FRIDAY 6PM - 3AM 


MAT3K 


1:00 AM 2:00 AM 


AMV Contest Screening 


MAT3K Overflow Fan-ily Feud 
“Autograph 
"Information 
Wore acs) 
Workshop 2 Neil Nadelman 
Startup/Signup Wendee Lee 
Char's CA, [10:15] The Killer 
Video 1 2 acm bala 
Fred Gallagher 
Video 2 Arta 
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Video 3 Zetsuai 85 ino Kusab 12 C 
Video 4 Classic Fan Parodies TBA "This isOtakucom" J"Evangelion: ReDeath" J'Hamstah 
Video 5 Tonde Boorin 1 -4 Akazukin Cha Cha 14 


Programming Schedule: SATURDAY 9AM - 6PM 
Masquerade Reg. and Rehearsal Masquerade Rehearsal and Setup 
Masquerade Theater Workshop Yasuhiro Nightow 
Catgirls to tease you & me Faulconer Parent's Guide to Anime CPM 


Drawing 2 
Yoga for Kids Ji Kabuki Face Painting Haiku Hanging Koi J Martial Arts Demo Headbands 
Wings of Honeamise 


[2:45] Jin-Roh ee 
Final Fantasy UnlimitedTV 1 -4 OTAKON Music Video Contest 2002 
Cooking Master Boy 1-4 The Best of Pop 
O2K2 AMV ScreeningTape 3 of 4 O2K2 AMV ScreeningTape 1 of 4 


Battle of the Planets Ribon no Kishi 1-2 J Ultraman Gaia... 


Crayon Shin-chanTV 


Saint Seiya 1 -4 
[2:15] J.S.A. 


[4:15] Avalon 


Programming Schedule: SATURDAY 6PM - 3AM 


Masquerade 


OTAKON Game Show 
A Few Of My Anime Scened 


Fan Club Summit Sword Care Meet AnimeOnDVD.com Crew_ J Late Night with Megatckyo 


Cel Painting 1 


5:45] Char's Counter Attack 
Real Bout High School 8 - 10 Understanding Chaos CPM 


Tenshi no Konamaki 1 -5 Crest of the Stars 14 Ebichu 1 -6 Ninja Scroll 


PitaTen 1-4 Once PieceTV 1-4 Bronze 


02K2 AMV DDR AMV Project & Documentary OTAKON 1998 - 1999 AMV Alternates Fan Parodies TBA 


Magical Star Magical EmiTV 1 -4 Licca-Chan 1-5 Hime-chan's Ribbon 1 -4 Doraemon 


Video 6 JCryaonTV Aim for the Ace!TV 1 -4 AD Police Files OAV 1 -3 Sanctus: A Song... Crusher Joe OAVs 
Video 7 [6:15] Musa Abhay : La Brassiere 


[8:15] Metropolis Fallen Angels 


Important Information 


Safety Tips 

While attending the convention, it’s important to remember 
that Baltimore is a city and can be expected to contain the 
same dangers as any other city. 


*Autograph 
Information 


Gilles Poitras 
Japanese Calvalcade 


Lianne Sentar 
Steve Bennett 
Doug Smith 

All Japanese guests 
at one extra long 


session 


Exercise caution and be certain to follow the safety practices 
you would follow in any city: including keeping your money 
Safely out of sight, traveling in well-lit areas and remaining 
alert. 


Con Feedback 


Otakon has provided a convenient space for members to 
meet other otaku to head back to hotels. Wait by the Sharp 
Street lobby sign for the appropriate hotel, and for other 
otaku headed the same way. Offering this space does not 


guarantee a safe escort. 


A Look at Evangelion 
's Work Prints 


Convention Center Rules 
Anything that is illegal outside the con is illegal inside the con. 
Period. 


Touch Movie 1 


SUNDAY 9AM - 6PM — 


Japanese Cavalcade* 
Hikaru no Go 5 -8 
Otaku noVideo 


OTAKON Music Video Contest 2002 


Gauche the Cellist 


Swallowtail Butterfly 


The city of Baltimore does not allow weapons of any sort in 
the Baltimore Convention Center. If you purchase a weapon 
in the Dealers’ Room, you will be required to keep it in its 
package and take it immediately to your hotel room. Any 
brandishing of weapons can result in your ejection from the 
convention. 


Digital FanSubbing Demo 
OtakuNoDVD 
Funimation 


Costuming 
Go LionTV 1-2 


AMV Contest 
Winners 


The Baltimore Convention Center discourages sleeping in 
public areas. Those who need to sleep should return to their 
hotel rooms. 


Azumanga Daioh 1 -4 
| Neighborhood StoryTV 1-4 


Fred Perry 


Cel Painting 2 
Fukiwarai 
| [10:45] Avenging Fist 


Line Etiquette 

With so many people attending, waits in lines may last many 
hours. We know that this is frustrating, but it is unavoidable. 
Please do not take it out on other attendees or on the staff. 


Takehiko Ito 
Anime Roundtable vw 


... Life in Japan 
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AMV Open Screen 


Authors* 
Headbands 
Saint Tail 16 - 22 


Members caught jumping in line will be sent to the rear of 
the line. 


Future Cops 


You will not be allowed to hold places in line for more than 
two people. 


CardCaptor Sakura 1-4 
Magical Nyan NyanTaruto 1 -4 


Video 6 [J Arcadia:Endless Orbit SSX 1 -3 


~ Kanki Maker 


Lines cannot block entrances or exits, so leave a gap in front 
of the door. 


Main Events 


Hours of Operation 


Artist Alley / Art Show 
Friday 12pm - 12am 
Saturday 10am - 12am 
Sunday 10am - 2pm 


Dealer’s Room 
Friday 12pm - 8pm 
Saturday 10am - 69m 
Sunday 10am - 2pm 


Video Game Room 
Friday 3pm - 1:30am 
Saturday 9am - 1:30am 
Sunday 9am - 12pm 


Photo Suite 
Friday 4pm - 10pm 
Saturday 10am - 6pm* 
Sunday 10am - 2pm 


*Photo Suite will reopen for an hour at the conclusion of Masquerade/ 
Costume Contest/Awards ceremonies. 


